


It was the night before Thanksgiving and the
New England cold had set in. As the shelter staff
took the dogs for their nighttime exercise, they

could see their breath on the air.

With red cheeks and noses the staff began to
close the shelter up for the night. Just about to hit
the light-switch, and return home, Tr u d y, a staff
m e m b e r, heard a knock at the Shelter door.

There in the doorway stood a small woman
holding something in her delicate arms - a cat!

He was in rough shape. Dehydrated, and
extremely thin, the poor cat looked as though he
might not make it through the frigid night.

Bundling him up in a blanket, Trudy made sure
Jasper was sent to a clinic to get the care he needed.

The clinic helped the cat regain his health.
Slowly his eyes began to look bright and happy.

Two months passed before Trudy and the rest of
the Shelter staff saw Jasper again. This time, he was
a vibrant cat, ready to be adopted by a loving family.

Everyone knew it wouldn’t be long until a cat
with such personality was given a forever home.

But despite the staff’s best wishes, they knew it
might be difficult to place an older cat. One week
went by, then two, then another. Jasper worked his
way deeper and deeper into their hearts. His warmth
and outgoing personality made each of them fall in

love with him. The shelter
waited for that special
person who would come in
and give Jasper a loving
home.

Meanwhile, this
“Thanksgiving Cat” became
the office mascot,
brightening everyone’s day
at the Shelter.

Jasper the “Thanksgiving Cat”
But as the days passed, the staff noticed Jasper

eating, but not gaining any more weight. He was
h a p p y, but thin … too thin. They took him in for a
check up.

It turned out Jasper’s troubles were not over. He
had a thyroid problem, and it would have to be
removed to save him!

With this news the
Shelter staff were worried
they might not ever find a
home for Jasper. He not
only needed love now, but
he also needed extra care
during the often
d i fficult post-
operative period.

Just as they began to lose hope, a woman named
Barbara came into the shelter. As she peered into all
the cages and read all the tags, there was one cat
that got her attention,J a s p e r !

Angela, a staff member, explained that even
though Jasper was a mature cat, and needed an
operation, he had an amazing personality and
would make a great companion.

Barbara thought for a moment, then looked
down at the happy cat and knew Jasper was for her!
Operation or no operation, she had to make a place
for him in her home!

And so winning was Jasper’s personality that
Barbara told us the veterinarian’s entire office staff
fell madly in love with him during the operation
and two-week recovery period he spent in their
o ff i c e s .

Today Barbara says Jasper is happy, healthy and
comfortable in his new home. And we are all
thankful that Barbara and the “Thanksgiving
Cat” are friends fore v e r.

After the tragedy in New Orleans and much of the South, the Shelter rushed to help. Lacking resources to mount a full
rescue mission ourselves, we set about to find ways of helping other shelters that were in the wake of the terrible storm.

We knew a shelter in West Virginia that was in desperate need of more room for all the animals they were taking in
for long-term stays until they could find their owners. We took in over 40 cats and dogs at the Northeast Animal Shelter
to allow the shelter in West Virginia to continue their emergency mission. Our help was far from over though, and we
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were pleased to take in an additional 20 animals the next month so that our friends down south could rescue more
victims and reunite them with their families.

In addition, the Northeast Animal Shelter started a collection box and we were very happy to have sent a
donation to the Katrina Relief effort for essential supplies, so that the shelters closest to the damage could continue
their important emergency work.

The day you take a puppy home to meet his 
new family is one of life’s happiest moments.
H e ’s jumping all around, kissing everyone’s
faces … and wetting the floor.

I t ’s a long road from the puppy to the dog.
The road can be a happy one with the simple
knowledge of good training for any dog.

It is important to start training when your puppy
is still young. Contrary to what some people
think, you c a n begin training your puppy, with
positive results, at even twelve-weeks old. The
earlier you start the better!

Start withh o u s e - b re a k i n g your pup as soon as 
possible – both you and your puppy will be glad
you did!

Remember to be patient and be as forgiving as 
you can – this pup has a whole new world of
rules to learn!

Perhaps the most important rule for any pet
(and pet owner) to understand is: YOU ARE
THE BOSS — NOT H I M .

You must be clear in your training. Use a deeper
voice for any commands you may give him; keep
as close to an appropriate schedule as you can.

Praise your puppy enthusiastically when he 
earns it, and reprimand him when you must.
When you see your puppy do something wrong,
scold him with a firm voice. Never strike or
yell at your puppy. Nobody wants a pet that’s
afraid of you.

You don’t want a puppy thinking everything he
does is wrong, because everyone makes
mistakes! But neither do you want your new
puppy to think he has the run of the house.

H o u s e b re a k i n g

Despite what you may have learned previously,
paper training is not the best way to housebreak
a puppy. It becomes confusing, because the
puppy doesn’t understand early on that he must 
relieve himself outside the house, not inside.

When reprimanding your puppy for an accident,
make sure you only say “NO” if you catch him
in the act. Should you turn a corner and find a 
“present”, pick it up swiftly, so he does not have 
a chance to stick his nose in it, but DO NOT
REPRIMAND HIM FOR SOMETHING
YOU DIDN’T SEE HIM DO. He won’t
understand what he did wrong. If you do happen
to catch him in the act, say “NO” once very
firmly in a commanding tone and then pick
him up as quickly as you can and carry him
outside. Once outside, praise him with “good
d o g ” or any other positive command you chose.
Through this process, he will begin to learn that
outside is the place to go, and inside is N O T.

Take your puppy out as often as possible. Be
careful to keep his “bathroom visits” short, five
minutes at most. This way he will understand
that he is outside to relieve himself, not to play.

Once you see your puppy start to get the basics,
you may wish to add a command while he is
relieving himself, such as “hurry up” or “go
ahead”, so that he associates that command with 
the time to go. This way your puppy will know
when he is outside to play, and when he is 
outside to relieve himself.

Check our website, www. n o r t h e a s t a n i m a l s h e l t e r. o rg ,
frequently for more updates and resources on
training and owning a pet.

This is part of NEAS’s ongoing series of articles about how to care for your pet. Having a pet is a great
joy and a great responsibility. We hope you – or a friend – will find this information helpful.

When you see that adorable puppy staring back at you from inside its little cage, you are almost certain it
whispers “Take me home, please.” And how can you resist?
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A Good Education Goes A Long Way



Just as their hearts began to sink again, the
veterinarian emerged to let Wa l l y ’s rescuers know
the operation was a success, that Wally would walk
again, a proud and happy dog!

When he was healthy enough, Rita and Jack
made plans to find Wally a permanent loving home.
They immediately called the Northeast A n i m a l
Shelter hoping to place Wally with someone they
knew would appreciate his amazing spirit.

It was only a few days before a couple, Ti m o t h y
and Paula Haley, came to the Shelter looking for a
pet. Sadly, their beloved dog had passed away of
old age the year before and they were ready to fill

their home with the love and energy of a new
f o u r-legged friend.

They spotted Wally right away. Wagging his tail
and showering them with kisses, the Haleys said it
was as if Wally knew instantly they would all be
one happy family.

Several months have now gone by and the
Haleys tell us Wally is doing great and they have
renamed him Matthew which he eagerly responds to.

The Haleys say Matthew has also eagerly
embraced the warmth and love of his new home,
and that no one would ever imagine he had
survived such an amazing ordeal.
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An Amazing Story... (continued from page 1)

Randi has been an integral part of the shelter for
more than 13 years. NEAS is pleased her extensive
knowledge of the Shelter’s operations and fundraising
will help guide us toward many more years of success
in our mission of caring for animals in need.

This is an exciting time for the Northeast A n i m a l
S h e l t e r, much change and growth lie ahead. T h e r e
are several big projects coming up in the future, and
we invite you to check our website often,
w w w. n o r t h e a s t a n i m a l s h e t l e r. o rg, for updates.

We at the Shelter would like to say thank you, to
our friends, for all the help you have given us over
the years. It is through your dedication and love that
the Shelter has been able to thrive and grow. Now is
one of the most important times for your continued
support, as we look forward to sharing new success
stories, and helping many more cats and dogs in
years to come.

Exciting news for NEAS!
Randi Cohen, our Business Man ag e r, has agreed to become our new Exe c u t i veDire c t o r.

Looking Towards Our Future


